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PRINCIPAL'S MESSAGE

W E  N E E D  

Y O U R
C L O T H I N G

D ONA T I O N S
Do you have old t-shirts,

sweatpants or sweatshirts in kid
sizes? With wet weather

approaching and playground
accidents happening, these items
are useful for when our students
need them. Please donate these,

along with new underwear in
kindergarten, 1st grade, and other
children's sizes, to the front office.

Thanks for your help!

As I reflect on our first month of school, and my first month as your principal, I could not be more 
enthusiastic about and inspired by our school and community. Last Friday I was moved by how many 
students and staff members showed their school spirit by dressing in Didion gear and school colors. I have 
always believed that schools can and should be places of transformation and hope for families and 
communities, and places filled with passionate and talented adults who believe in creating a place where 
students can thrive academically, socially, and emotionally. I feel lucky and grateful to be leading a school 
that is energized and committed to being GREAT. At the end of the day, we want every student to feel 
like they have been supported and challenged to reach their maximum potential. We want our students 
to feel welcomed and to feel that they belong. We want our students to feel safe to take risks and stretch 
themselves. We want our students to excel academically and, ultimately, be ready for high school and 
beyond. It’s been a great start, but we still have a lot of work ahead of us. So…Let’s Go!! 
 
October is a busy month at Didion. Our volleyball season is well under way, and our basketball teams 
begin tryouts and practice. We also have a new flag football team with 4th-6th grade boys and girls who 
will represent Didion in the new elementary sports league. On October 10th, our 8th graders will be 
taking the PSAT 8/9 free of charge (for more information on the benefits of students taking the PSAT 8/9, 
check out this link). This month also features our annual Fall Festival on October 12th, which promises to 
be better than ever. Mrs. Rechs, our librarian, is hosting a storybook pumpkin decorating contest, with 
winners earning a gift certificate to our Scholastic Book Fair in November. Students also will be bringing 
home information on our biggest fundraiser of the year – School Kine Cookies. The School Kine Cookies 
fundraiser, along with the Fall Festival, are great opportunities for everyone to show their support for 
Didion and the programs and field trips that are funded by the PTA. I hope to see everyone at the Fall 
Festival, and I hope this is our best fundraising year ever! 
 
 

Lastly, this month we will start up our student 
recognition and social-emotional learning (SEL) program 
through our use of “Gotcha Tickets.” Each month we will 
focus on a positive trait as a school, and students will 
receive lessons and positive reinforcement in their 
classrooms around the trait of the month. When staff 
members all over campus witness a student exhibiting 
the positive trait, they may give the student a “Gotcha 
Ticket” that will be entered into a class box. Students 
whose names are drawn from class boxes will 
be acknowledged during blacktop announcements at the 
beginning of each month, and celebrated for being 
Dragons who exemplify that month’s positive traits. 
Please encourage your child to talk with you about each 
month’s trait so that you may reinforce from home and 
provide them with other out-of-school examples of how 
they can demonstrate these positive qualities. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Mr. Eder 

https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/psat-8-9
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WEDNESDAY,  OCTOBER 10th  
7 : 4 0  A M  a t  a l l  " w a l k i n g  b u s  s t o p "  l o c a t i o n s

Take part in International Walk-To-School Day at Didion on Wednesday, October 10th! The event 
encourages families to enjoy a healthy lifestyle, improve air quality and the environment by replacing 
car trips, and create safer routes for walking and biking. 
 
There will be “walking school buses” on the morning of the event. Students meeting at the “walking bus 
stops” will begin their journey at 7:40 AM at five different locations in the neighborhood:  

Pick the walking bus stop closest to your home and drop off your children with the parent volunteers at 
7:40 AM. More information can be found at http://www.walkbiketoschool.org. 

Frates & Park Riviera (near Riverside)
Harmon & Pocket Road
Surfside & Benham
Lewis Park Playground
North Point & Grangers Dairy 

The annual Fall Festival is around the corner, on Friday, October 12th from 4:00 to 7:30 PM. This year's 
festival will include music, food, games, a bounce house, a cake walk and more! A Didion Cash Card is 
needed for games and concessions -- turn in your form by 10/5 to get special preorder pricing. And don't 
forget to preorder your dinner, prepared by Paquitas food truck!  
 
Donations are needed to make this event a success. Sign up by clicking here. 
 
Forms were sent home with your student and can also be found in the front office. 
 
Questions? Text Elaine at (916) 233-7715 or Nancy at (530) 574-0824.

REMINDER FROM THE LUNCH STAFF

If your child brings a packed lunch to school, 
please remember to pack utensils!

http://www.walkbiketoschool.org/
https://signup.com/client/invitation2/secure/2444265/false#/invitation
https://signup.com/client/invitation2/secure/2444265/false#/invitation
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SUBMISSIONS OCTOBER 1  -  19th  
VOTING OCTOBER 22 -  26th
S c h o o l  L i b r a r y

Fall is fast approaching and your Didion Library is ready to celebrate! During the month of October the 
library will be hosting a storybook pumpkin decorating contest.  Students are invited to create a 
pumpkin based on a favorite book.  Your pumpkin can look like a character, an important object, 
represent the theme of the story – your imagination is the only limit!  Pumpkins will be displayed in the 
library all month.   
 
Please note: real pumpkins cannot be carved – they won’t last on display and the moisture would be 
terrible for our library books – but you can use paint, glitter, feathers, fabric, you name it! You are also 
more than welcome to use a fake pumpkin.   
 
Everyone who enters will receive a certificate. In addition, one lucky winner from each grade level 
will be chosen to receive a $10 gift certificate to the Scholastic Book Fair in November!   
 
Photos of past entries will be on display in the library and on our website 
https://didion.scusd.edu/library-happenings.  Pumpkins can be delivered to the library between Oct 1- 
19th. Voting will occur Oct 22-26th.  Additional contest guidelines, entry forms and photos of past entries 
will be on display in the library and are available by clicking here: Storybook Pumpkins.  We can’t wait to 
see what you come up with! 

Can you believe it’s October already? We hope your family has been feeling settled since the beginning of 
the new school year. This might be a good time to think about Didion’s Afterschool Programs, which 
focuses on Science, Technology, Engineering, Math, the Arts and Foreign Languages (STEM4AL).  We 
have program options for every day of the week and you still have time to enroll your child! Here's a list 
of programs available this fall trimester: 

Storybook Pumpkin 
Decorating Contest

Tadena Tang Soo Do  (M-W-Th, 6:30-7:30pm) 

FALL PROGRAMS

Honeycode (Wednesdays, 2:20-3:30pm) 

Fun to Learn Mandarin (M-W, 2:30-3:30pm) 

Early Engineers (Tuesdays, 2-3:10pm or 2:30-3:40pm) 

Violin (Wednesdays, 2:20-3:10pm or 3:20-4:10pm) 

Nature Detectives (Wednesdays, 2-2:50pm) 

One Striped Bee Creative Beginnings (Thursdays, 1-2pm) 

Mad Science (Thursdays, 1-2pm) 

Chess Academy (Fridays, 2:20-3:30pm) 

C L I C K  T H E  T I T L E S    B E L O W  F O R  M O R E  I N F O

Little Namaste and Sing (yoga): Tuesdays, 2:30-3:30pm 

Better Athletics Yoga: Fridays, 2:40-3:40pm 

https://didion.scusd.edu/library-happenings
https://didion.scusd.edu/afterschool-programs
https://didion.scusd.edu/home/tadena-tang-soo-do
https://didion.scusd.edu/post/honey-code
https://didion.scusd.edu/post/fun-learn-mandarin
https://didion.scusd.edu/post/early-engineers-0
https://didion.scusd.edu/post/violin-ms-pena
https://didion.scusd.edu/post/nature-detectives
https://didion.scusd.edu/post/one-striped-bee-creative-beginnings
https://didion.scusd.edu/post/mad-science-0
https://didion.scusd.edu/post/chess-academy
https://didion.scusd.edu/post/little-namaste-and-sing
https://didion.scusd.edu/post/better-athletics-yoga


PRINCIPAL 
JAMES EDER 

STAFF  
SPOTLIGHT 
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A R E  Y O U  S A C R A M E N T O - B O R N  A N D  - R A I S E D ?  

No, though I have lived in Sacramento for much 
of my adult life. I was actually born in Wisconsin, 
but my stepdad was in the military, so I moved a 
lot as a kid. By the time I graduated from high 
school, I had attended 13 different schools and 
lived in southern California, the Bay Area, the 
Midwest, and Miami, FL. After graduating from 
high school in San Diego I came to Sacramento for 
college.

Mr. James Eder recently began in his role as Didion's principal.  Prior to this school year, he served as 
Assistant Principal of Sutter Middle School.  Prior to that,  Mr. Eder was an Assistant Principal at Rosemont 

High School and Cal Middle,  as well  as a hearing officer in the district’s behavior office.  
He began his career in education as a teacher at Sutter Middle School.  

W H A T  S P A R K E D  Y O U R  I N T E R E S T  I N  
E D U C A T I O N  A N D  S C H O O L  A D M I N I S T R A T I O N ?  

I believe that there are few things more noble or 
important than educating kids, and trying to 
prepare them for their adult lives. I think that we 
have such an incredible opportunity to positively 
impact the world and individual lives through 
this work, and all of us in this business are lucky 
because even though this is an immense 
responsibility, it is also FUN and life-affirming.  
In terms of getting involved with school 
administration, it truly was never a part of my 
original plan. I was very fortunate early on to 
have some amazing people who took chances on 
me and who mentored me, and encouraged me 
along this path.   

S H A R E  W I T H  U S  A B O U T  Y O U R  F A M I L Y .  H O W  
O L D  A R E  Y O U R  K I D S ?  D O  Y O U  H A V E  A N Y  P E T S ?  

I have two amazing and beautiful kids – a six year 
old boy and a three year old girl. They’re hilarious 
and sweet and they keep me very busy and very 
happy. I do not currently have any pets, though 
my daughter would love it if we had a giraffe. Or 
a cheetah. 

W H A T ' S  Y O U R  F A V O R I T E  S P O R T  A N D  T E A M ?  

I love all sports and am an avid fan, especially of 
pro and college basketball, the NFL, and golf. The 
team I follow above all others is the Green Bay 
Packers. Go Pack Go!! 

W H A T ' S  Y O U R  R E G U L A R  S T A R B U C K S  O R D E R ?  

Grande Americano, no room. 

W H A T  D O  Y O U  L I S T E N  T O  O N  Y O U R  C O M M U T E  
H O M E ?  

If the kids are in the car, it’s probably Kidz Bop! 
LOL! If they’re not, it’s any combination of 
R&B/hip hop, something acoustic, NPR, or sports 
talk radio. 
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PTA MEETING DATES
The 2018-19 general PTA meetings will be held 
every other month, every first Wednesday of the 
month at 6:00 PM in the library. Childcare is 
provided.

To keep the general PTA informed, 
minutes from the September 19th meeting 
are attached to the school newsletter.

N O V E M B E R  7 T H  
J A N U A R Y  9 T H
M A R C H  6 T H
M A Y  1 S T

T h e  P a r e n t - T e a c h e r  A s s o c i a t i o n  
( P T A )  s u p p o r t s  t h e  D i d i o n  

c o m m u n i t y  t h r o u g h  f u n d r a i s i n g  
a n d  v o l u n t e e r   e f f o r t s

NOTES 
FROM THE 

PTA

IN SEARCH OF 
VOLUNTEER ORGANIZERS
The PTA is looking for volunteers to chair the 
following:

F U N D R A I S I N G  C O M M I T T E E  

Help plan and organize various
fundraising events throughout the year 

F A T H E R - D A U G H T E R  D A N C E

This fun and memorable winter event is 
a favorite among families. Head a 
committee with support from previous 
event organizers

DIDION FUNDRAISERS 
U p c o m i n g  &  C u r r e n t  W a y s  t o  
S u p p o r t  o u r  S c h o o l

Z - B E S T  C O U P O N  B O O K S  

Purchase a Z-Best Coupon Book at the 
front office for $20 and support the 
Middle School Catalina Scholarship 
Fund.

S C H O O L  K I N E  C O O K I E S  

One of Didion's most successful 
fundraisers is back! These delicious 
cookies make great gifts and treats. 
Deadline to submit order is 10/17. 
Cookies will be distributed 11/18 from 
12:00 - 3:30 PM in the cafeteria.

M I X E D  B A G  S A L E S

Start your holiday shopping with our 
hugely popular Mixed Bag Sales! 
Catalogs and forms will be sent home, 
with sales running October 15th - 29th.

S E E ' S  C A N D I E S

These classic chocolates make the 
perfect holiday gift! Sales run October 
29th - November 9th.

D I D I O N  G E A R

Support our school AND sport your 
Didion gear every Friday!  Available for 
purchase at the front office.

UPCOMING PTA MEETINGS

N O V E M B E R  7 T H
J A N U R A R Y  9 T H
M A R C H  6 T H
M A Y  1 S T

PTA Meetings are held every other month, on 
the first Wednesday of the month at 6:00 PM in 
the library. Childcare is provided.

To keep the general PTA informed, minutes from 
the September 19th meeting are attached to the 
school newsletter.

A M A Z O N  S M I L E

A simple and automatic way for you to 
support our school every time you shop 
on Amazon. Click here to start.

S H O P P I N G  T O  E D U C A T E

Do you shop at Lakecrest Village? Help 
earn cash for Didion by turning in your 
receipts to the front office. 

B O X  T O P S

From Cheerios to Kleenex, Ziplock to 
Fruit Roll-ups, save your Box Tops and 
turn them into your child's teacher.

https://smile.amazon.com/ref=smi_ext_ch_68-0019261_dl?_encoding=UTF8&ein=68-0019261&ref_=smi_chpf_redirect&ref_=smi_ext_ch_68-0019261_cl
https://smile.amazon.com/ref=smi_ext_ch_68-0019261_dl?_encoding=UTF8&ein=68-0019261&ref_=smi_chpf_redirect&ref_=smi_ext_ch_68-0019261_cl
https://smile.amazon.com/ref=smi_ext_ch_68-0019261_dl?_encoding=UTF8&ein=68-0019261&ref_=smi_chpf_redirect&ref_=smi_ext_ch_68-0019261_cl




1st Place:    $2,000           2nd Place:    $1,500          3rd Place:    $1,000          4th Place:    $750
5th -  9th Place:    $500 each        10th - 14th Place:    $375 each        15th-20th Place: $250 each

Shopping   EDUCATE

www.shoploehmannsplaza.com  www.shoplakecrestvillage.com www.marketingguru.com 800.762.1641    

Loehmann’s Plaza & Lake Crest Village
Want To Help You Earn Cash For Your School!

It’s Easy! Every time you, your family, and your friends shop at 
Loehmann’s Plaza and Lake Crest Village, just turn in your receipts to 

help your schools get closer to winning valuable prizes. 
Your school can win prizes ranging from $250 - $2,000!

Receipts must be dated between August 1st, 2018 and May 21st, 2019.

Submit receipts online at MarketingGuru.com/Receipts.
*See back for more details on submitting receipts online.

Or drop your receipts at the drop boxes inside 
Pinkberry located at Loehmann’s Plaza or

the Marshall’s Courtyard at Lake Crest Village. 

TRIPLE POINTS will be awarded for receipts 
submitted online in August & September!

Plus earn TRIPLE POINTS in August and September when you shop or dine at:
Bath & Body Works, Cookie Connection, Hair Forte, Jamba Juice, 

and Nothing Bundt Cakes at Loehmann’s Plaza
AND

Games Workshop, Jimboy’s Tacos, Marshall’s, 
Payless Shoesource, and Subway at Lake Crest Village

For a full list of the 2018-2019 Participating Schools
visit www.ShopLoehmannsPlaza.com or www.ShopLakeCrestVillage.com

Every School is a Winner!



1.

2.

3.

4.

Write “VOID” on your receipt.

Receipts submitted online without 

VOID written on them will NOT be 

accepted.

Take a photo or scan your receipt 

on your phone/computer.

Complete the form and upload your 

receipt.

Shopping   EDUCATESUBMIT                     

 RECEIPTS ONLINE NOW!

Go to  MarketingGuru.com/Receipts

& choose Shopping to Educate.

Simply follow these 
steps to have your 
receipt count. 

If you have any questions email the 

Shopping to Educate Program coordinator 

at ShoppingtoEducate@gmail.com

or call 800-762-1641.



!  

Walk to School Day 
Wednesday, October 4 

Take part in Didion’s International Walk-To-School Day on 
Wednesday, October 4th! The event encourages families to enjoy 
a healthy lifestyle, improve air quality and the environment by 
replacing car trips, and create safer routes for walking and 
biking.  

There will be “walking school buses” on the morning of the 
event. The “walking bus stops” will be located at five different 
locations in the neighborhood:  

1) Frates & Park Riviera (near Riverside) at 7:40 am 
2) Harmon & Pocket Road at 7:40 am 
3) Surfside & Benham at 7:40 am 
4) Lewis Park Playground at 7:40 am 
5) North Point & Grangers Dairy at 7:40 am 

Pick the walking bus stop closest to your home and drop off your 
children with the parent volunteers at the designated time.  

If you would like to help as a “bus stop” volunteer or have any 
questions, please contact Stephanie Seelig at Sdseelig@aol.com. 





2018-19 
Didion Boys & Girls Basketball 

Grades 6-8th 

  
Tryouts  
Monday, October 1nd 
Tuesday, October 2rd 

Times: 
2:30 – 4:00 Girls 
4:00 – 5:30 Boys 

Team announced 
Friday, October 5th 
2:30 front office window 

First practice week 
Practice schedule TBA 

Coaches:  
Lauren Oto (Boys) 
Dennis Austin (Girls) 
Principal: James Eder 
Questions: mike-carras@scusd.edu  

Before trying out, players will need to complete the following documents 
required by SCUSD. This packet is available in the front office or online at  
http://www.scusd.edu/post/student-sport-and-team-activities 
Give all forms to the coach.  

1. Tryout policy (signed by player & parent) 
2. Team Participation form 
3. Concussion form 
4. Physical form 

mailto:mike-carras@scusd.edu
http://www.scusd.edu/post/student-sport-and-team-activities







